Anti-Klan Noose Said 
To Fit CIA, Frats Too 
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A spokesman for the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) told a House commit- 
tee yesterday its anti-Ku Klux 
Klan bill was so broad it con- 
ceivably could encompass U.S. 
spies, labor unions and college 
fraternities. 

Testifying before the House 
Committee on Un- American 
Activities, Washington ACLU 
representative Lawrence 
Speiser said the measure 
might also affect non-violent 
groups either for a against 
segregation. 

The committee has followed 
up its year-long investigation 
of the Klan by drafting a bill 
that would make it a Federal 
crime for members of a “clan- 
destine organization” and oth- 
ers to commit certain acts of 
fjerrorism or harassment. 

It was the definition of 


“clandestine organization” 
that particularly bothered 
Speiser. “It is so broad anc 
all encompassing,” Speisei 
said, “that perfectly legitimate 
organizations and actions 
would be make unlawful un- 
der this bill.” 

For example, Speiser con- 
tinued, one definition is any 
organization that bars out- 
siders from meetings. Under 
this definition, he said, organi- 
zations considered clandestine 
would include college fraterni- 
ties and sororities, the Ma- 
sons, labor unions, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and mem- 
[bers of groups that threaten 
store owners with economic 
boycotts if they sell goods, 
made in Communist countries. 

Commitfce Chairman Edwin 
E. Willis (D-La.) said the bill 
was not aimed at the type of 
groups Speiser mentioned. If 
amended to make this clear, 
Willis asked, would it then 
meet Spedser’s approval? The 
witness said it would not. He 
said other sections were 
equally unconstitutional. 


